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Development of Asia Course Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

The rise of the Asian region represents the most significant global shift and power transition 

over the past 50 years. A number of Asian countries, exemplified by China, India and ASEAN 

member states, are experiencing rapid economic growth and (re) emerging as crucial players 

in regional and global affairs. This course is designed to provide students with a theoretically 

informed and empirically grounded introduction to key issues on the development of 

contemporary Asia. It will show on how the success stories and milestones of Asian 

development are entangled with increasing challenges such as persistent socio-economic 

inequalities, political transitions and environmental degradation. Central to the study of this 

course is enabling the students to understand development processes in modern Asia and how 

this relates to the economic development of the state, the politics and practices of regional 

governance, and the interplay between political-economic and societal forces. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

• Develop an active understanding of history, institutional design and policymaking, 

questions and debates on the development and regional governance of Asia. 

• Offer intimate knowledge of one of most diverse regions and reflect on the shift of 

power from West to East, in line with parallel problems of poverty, resource (in-) 

security, demographics and socio-economic (in)equality. 

  

Course Title Development of Asia Faculty 
Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR657 Course Leader Dr Xuechen Chen 
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Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Optional 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c Critically evaluate the key theoretical and policy debates, why Asia is a 

deviant case to known theories of development and democratization. 

K3c Critically appraise the development of Asia, independently identifying and 

discussing the principal factors explaining Asia’s political dynamics and 

governance today. 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c Critically analyse, evaluate and synthesise information produced by 

undertaking historiographic analysis to determine the likely role of Asia in the 

future of IR. 

S3c Critically appraise the emergence of nationalism and in what ways it both 

fosters and is a determinant on political plurality in Asia. 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1c Utilise an advanced level of technical proficiency of written English, while 

effectively applying scholarly terminology, to critically evaluate, analyse and 

make judgements and apply these appropriately to a range of diverse 

contexts. 

T3c Research, evaluate and communicate the findings from cross-disciplinary 

research reports and articles relating to the development of Asia. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 10 x large-group hours 

• 2 x seminar hours 

• 1.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 150. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation skills 

• Analytical skills 

• Problem-solving skills 
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ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results but will provide students with developmental 

feedback. Formative assessment throughout the course consists of formative essays, which are 

discussed in the one-to-one tutorials. Topics for formative essays are chosen from lectures 

preceding the timing of the relevant tutorial, to give students opportunities to assimilate their 

learning from lectures into their essays. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Essay Assignment 100% Yes 2 weeks 3,000 words 

 

The summative assessment consists of one essay based on work done in the course and will 

encourage the student to use the feedback they will have received through their formative 

assessments.  The weighing of the essay is 100% and is set at 3,000 words.   

This method of assessment allows students to engage substantively with a chosen event in 

Asia’s development, research and evaluate findings, and in this way articulating a broad 

perspective on Asia.   

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussions during group tutorials. Students will also attend the formal meetings, 

Collections, in which they will receive constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s 

performance.  

Feedback is provided on summative assessment and is made available to the student either 

via email, the VLE or another appropriate method. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided below 

is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Beeson, M. (2014). Regionalism and globalization in East Asia: politics, security and economic 

development. Macmillan International Higher Education. 

Mason, A. (2001). Population change and economic development in East Asia: Challenges met, 

opportunities seized. Stanford University Press. 

Satoshi, A., Shunji, M., and Kenji, H. (2013). Regional Integration in East Asia: Theoretical and 

Historical Perspectives. United Nations Publications. 
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JOURNALS 

Bernard, M., & Ravenhill, J. (1995). Beyond product cycles and flying geese: regionalization, 

hierarchy, and the industrialization of East Asia. World Politics, 47(2), 171-209. 

Cumings, B. (1984). The origins and development of the Northeast Asian political economy: 

industrial sectors, product cycles, and political consequences. International Organization, 38(1), 

1-40. 

Doner, R. F., Ritchie, B. K., & Slater, D. (2005). Systemic vulnerability and the origins of 

developmental states: Northeast and Southeast Asia in comparative perspective. International 

organization, 59(2), 327-361. 

Lewis, J. I. (2007). Technology acquisition and innovation in the developing world: Wind turbine 

development in China and India. Studies in comparative international development, 42(3-4), 

208-232. 

Stubbs, R. (1999). War and economic development: Export-oriented industrialization in East and 

Southeast Asia. Comparative Politics, 337-355. 

Zhu, T. (2002). Developmental states and threat perceptions in Northeast Asia. Conflict, Security 

& Development, 2(01), 5-29. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

NCH VLE 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will be expected to show first-hand engagement with the following sample topics. 

• Historical context: Asia under the Cold War System  

• Japan-centric regional economy during the Cold War 

• ‘Flying Geese’ pattern and Asian development model  

• Democratic transition in Asia  

• The rise of China: an alternative model for development? 

• Asian economic integration and key challenges: ASEAN & SARCC 

• Environmental issues, climate change and trade 

• Infrastructure development and connectivity in Asia 

• The digital divide and socio-economic inequality in Asia 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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