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Politics Dissertation Course Descriptor 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

Researching and writing a dissertation allows students to deepen their understanding of a 

specific problem or set of problems within Politics and International Relations. It provides them 

with an opportunity to consolidate their learning into a substantive piece of research of 

approximately 8000 words. The course thus prepares students for independent research and 

postgraduate study.  

The research topic is chosen in consultation with the candidate’s supervisor, after which a 

specific question or title is formulated. The dissertation may operate in one or some of the 

following areas: political science; political theory and the history of political thought; 

comparative politics; and international relations. Dissertations vary widely in their approach – 

they can be theoretical, empirical, historical, exegetical, or comparative – but they must 

address fundamentally political questions. The dissertation supervisor will advise the candidate 

on the topic’s feasibility at an early stage of the process.  

Students are encouraged to use their knowledge, experience, and ideas from their studies 

outside Politics; however, the topic must fall within that subject. Its written style, formatting, 

and references must follow the conventions set by the Faculty of Politics and International 

Relations, details of which are available on the College VLE.  

  

Course Title Politics Dissertation  Faculty 
Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR650 Course Leader Dr Callum Barrell 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Both 

FHEQ Level Level 6 Date approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  

Compulsory for PPE/PPH Politics Pathway students 

Optional for Major students 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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COURSE AIMS 

● Develop students’ ability to formulate research questions; carry out independent 

research by accessing and then effectively using sources; and think critically about 

their methods of analysis.  

● Enable students to produce substantive in-depth analyses which address wider 

problems within Politics and International Relations.  

● Facilitate the translation of students’ research into coherent findings, expressed in 

a style appropriate to Politics and International Relations.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On the successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c Demonstrate a systematic and deep understanding of a topic within political 

science; political theory and the history of political thought; and/or 

international relations. 

 

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c Identify a relevant research question which has not been adequately 

addressed by the existing literature. 

 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

T1c Utilise an advanced level of technical proficiency of written English, while 

effectively applying scholarly terminology, to critically evaluate, analyse and 

make judgements and apply these appropriately to a range of diverse 

contexts. 

T1c Use academic literature to formulate an argument. 

T2c Carry out a sophisticated analysis of the chosen topic. 

T3c Draw meaningful conclusions based on substantive independent research. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 2 x large-group hours 

• 5 x tutorial hours (individual tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 
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EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Research skills  

• Communication skills (written and oral) 

• Analytical skills 

• Editing and formatting skills 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

This will consist of supervisors’ feedback, as well as discussions between students and 

supervisors about ideas relevant to the dissertation. The student and supervisor should 

communicate regularly.. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one forms: 

AE Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Dissertation 100% Yes  8,000 words 

 

The course’s summative assessment is carried out entirely by the submitted dissertation. The 

dissertation is supervised through the academic year, by the end of which it is expected that 

supervisors will have seen earlier drafts of some dissertation sections written by their 

supervisees.  

The dissertation will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in the 

Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal written feedback (including via email) and informal oral feedback 

in one-to-one tutorials and on an ad hoc basis. Student will attend Collections (formal 

meetings) at which they will receive comprehensive collated feedback about their performance 

over the term. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in Course Syllabi or 

other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided below is used as 

part of the approval/modification process only. 

In this case, key reading will be initially provided by the supervisor, and the student is 

expected to learn to identify and make use of relevant sources. Readings should include 

different types of sources, including but not limited to books and academic articles. 

Students are recommended to consult one of the many books on successfully writing a 

dissertation, examples of which are provided below:   
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BOOKS 

Grytham, B. (2009), How to write your undergraduate dissertation. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

Swetnam, D. (2001), Writing Your Dissertation: How to Plan, Prepare and Present Your Work 

Successfully. Begbroke: How To Books Ltd. 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

• Political science  

• Political theory   

• Comparative politics  

• International relations  

• International relations theory  

• History of politics and political thought 

• Political Economy 

• Area Studies 
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