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Comparative Politics Course Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Course Title Comparative Politics  Faculty 
Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR431 Course Leader Dr Xuechen Chen 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Either 

FHEQ Level Level 4 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory for Major students 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

This is an introductory course on comparative politics which centres the study of political 

behaviour within states. Whereas international relations deals with relations between states, 

comparative politics focuses on domestic developments and explores these with a comparative 

approach. This course examines how democracies can be organized through the formation and 

development of democratic political institutions. The focus of the course is on institutional 

development and this provides organizational coherence to the weekly themes examined 

within it. The background to many of the discourses within this course is the variety of 

European political systems and the richness of both the normative and the empirical evidence 

relies heavily on this. The logic behind it is informed by the historical development of modern 

democracies for which the European context serves as a backdrop. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

● Explain, compare and contrast critically behavioural and institutional, procedural 

and substantive interactions, designs and outcomes.  

● Develop an active understanding of the difference between theoretical debate and 

practice. 

● Study, apply and differentiate between qualitative and quantitative methods of 

Political Science. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
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KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1a  Understand the key theoretical and policy debates. 

K2a Outline the development of key governing structures. 

K3a Understand the dynamic inter-relatedness between institutions and structures of 

governance. 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1a Distinguish different types of sources of literature and methods of assessment and be 

able to appreciate the evolution of different views in the field. 

S2a Explain key theories and concept of Political Science. 

S3a Apply general theoretical models to real-world problems, displaying an understanding 

of the range of conditions encountered in different regimes. 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1a Display a developing technical proficiency of written English skills that demonstrates 

an ability to communicate clearly and accurately when producing structured and 

coherent pieces of text. 

T1a Communicate ideas fluently and effectively in oral and written style. 

T2a Tolerate ambiguity in decision-making. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

● 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

● 22 x large-group hours 

● 6 x seminar hours 

● 3.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

● Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

● Communication Skills 

● Presentation skills 

● Analytical skills 

● Problem-solving skills 
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ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results but will provide students with developmental 

feedback. Formative assessment throughout the course consists of formative essays, which are 

discussed in the one-to-one tutorials. Topics for formative essays are chosen from lectures on 

this course. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Written exam 100% No 3 hours  

 

The examination will consist of a number of questions from which the student will have the 

choice of answering a specified number. The examination will be assessed in accordance with 

the assessment aims set out in the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written; oral (within one-to-one 

tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly through discussions during group tutorials 

(seminars). Students will also attend formal meetings, Collections, in which they will receive 

constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback on examinations is provided through generic internal examiners’ reports and are 

made available to the student on the VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Acemoglu, D. and Robinson, J.A. (2009), Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Almond, G. and S. Verba. (1989), The civic culture: political attitudes and democracy in five 

nations, London: Sage. 

Clark, W.R., M. Golder and Nadenichek Golder, S. (2012), Principles of Comparative Politics, CQ 

Press. 

Dahl, R.A. (1971), Polyarchy: participation and opposition, Yale University Press.  

Lipset, S.M. and Rokkan, S. (eds) (1967), Party Systems and Voter Alignments: cross-national 

perspectives, Cambridge: The Free Press. 

Przeworski, A., Alvarez, M.E, Chebiub, J.A. and Limongi, F. (1991), Democracy and 

development: political institutions and wellbeing in the world, 1950-1990, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
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Tsebelis, G. (1992), Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics, Oakland: University 

of California Press. 

Tsebelis, G. (2002), Veto players: How political institutions work, Princeton: Princeton University 

Press.  

Schumpeter, J.A. (2010), Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, New York: Harper and Row.  

Von Neumann, J. and Morgenstern, O. (2007), Theory of games and economic behaviour, 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Morgenthau, H. (2005), Politics among nations, New York: McGraw-Hill. 

JOURNALS 

Amorin Neto, Octavio and Gary Cox (1997), “Electoral institutions: Cleavage structures and the 

number of parties”, in American Journal of Political Science, 41(1): 149-174. 

Andeweg, Rudy (2000). “Ministers as Double Agents? The Delegation Process Between Cabinet 

and Ministers”, in European Journal of Political Research, 37(3): 255-260. 

Bulmer, S., Burch, M., Hogwood, P., & Scott, A. (2006). “UK devolution and the European Union: 

a tale of cooperative asymmetry?”. Publius: The Journal of Federalism, 36(1), 75-93. 

Cheibub, J. A., Przeworski, A., & Saiegh, S. M. (2004).” Government coalitions and legislative 

success under presidentialism and parliamentarism”. British Journal of political science, 34(4), 

565-587. 

Karl, Terry and Phillippe Schmitter (1991), “What Democracy Is … and Is Not”, in Journal of 

Democracy 2(3): 75‐ 88. Levitsky, Steven and Lucan Way (2002), "Elections Without 

Democracy: The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism", in Journal of Democracy, 13(2):51-65. 

Mair, Peter (2008), “The Challenge to Party Government., in West European Politics, 31(1&2): 

211- 234. 

Richardson, J. (2000). “Government, interest groups and policy change”. Political studies, 48(5), 

1006-1025. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

NCH VLE 

JSTOR 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

● Introduction to the course 

● Legitimacy and Constitutionalism  

● Political Culture and Cultural Conflict 

● Consociational politics 

● Presidentialism and Parliamentarianism 

● Supranational modes of government 

● Cleavages and political representation 

● Types of electoral systems 

● Unitary, Devolved and Federal modes of government 
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● Interest groups and lobbying 

● Case Study on UK/France/Germany  

● Review and Summary  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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