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International Relations: Theory and Practice Course 

Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

The study of international relations (IR) helps us understand the circumstances under which 

conflict and cooperation occur in the world. If we can determine the causes of these events, 

we might learn to control them. This course is designed as an introduction to the only 

academic discipline that is specifically concerned with the study of "The International". It offers 

a broad introduction to international relations and assumes no prior knowledge. It is structured 

to provide a balance between empirical applications and theoretical underpinnings. The course 

covers several mainstream and critical theories that help to explain recurring patterns in 

international relations, including realism, liberalism, Marxism, constructivism, and feminism. 

Along with these theories, we will explore basic concepts used by IR scholars, such as the 

“state,” the “nation,” “anarchy,” and “power.” We will then study the different ways in which to 

analyse basic problems of international relations—conflict or cooperation—whether by studying 

the “big picture,”, the international system, or the inner workings of the state. Throughout the 

course you will be given the opportunity to apply complex and fast-changing scholarship to 

“real world” world problems, including state failure, climate change and security, international 

development, and humanitarian crises, which will enhance your critical thinking skills and help 

you to situate current international events in complex empirical and theoretical frameworks. 

You will become an informed consumer of news and policy, and, hopefully, a better citizen of 

the world. Students will be encouraged to demonstrate the full range of their knowledge by 

producing and delivering an individual presentation (15%), as well as sitting an end of year 

written examination (85%).  

Course Title 
International Relations: 

Theory and Practice 
Faculty 

Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR430 Course Leader Dr Diana Bozhilova 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Both 

FHEQ Level 4 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  

Optional for Major students 

Compulsory for Minor students 

Compulsory for PPE and PPH students 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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COURSE AIMS 

By the end of the course, students should have improved upon:  

• Their knowledge of global politics  

• Their critical thinking skills  

• Their analytical writing skills 

• Their public speaking skills 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1a Understand the key theoretical and policy debates. 

K2a Outline the development of key governing structures.  

K3a Understand the dynamic inter-relatedness between national governments and 

supranational institutions and structures, as well as a wealth of non-state 

actors. 

 

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1a Distinguish different types of sources of literature and methods of assessment 

and be able to appreciate the evolution of different views in the field. 

S2a Explain key theories and concept of International Relations. 

S3a Apply general theoretical models to real-world problems, displaying an 

understanding of the range of conditions encountered in different contexts. 

 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

T1a Display a developing technical proficiency of written English skills that 

demonstrates an ability to communicate clearly and accurately when 

producing structured and coherent pieces of text. 

T1a Communicate ideas fluently and effectively in oral and written style.  

T2a Tolerate ambiguity in decision-making. 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 23 x large-group hours 

• 6 x seminar hours 

• 3.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 
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Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation skills 

• Analytical skills 

• Problem-solving skills 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results but will provide students with developmental 

feedback. Formative assessment throughout the course typically consists of formative essays, 

which are discussed in a one-to-one tutorial. Topics for formative essays are chosen from 

lectures on this course. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in two forms: 

AE1: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Individual written 

(submitted via VLE) and 

oral inter-disciplinary 

presentation on a pre-set 

topic (assessed by a 

faculty panel) 

15 Yes 15min N/A 

2 Written exam 85 No 3 hours N/A 

 

The examination will consist of several questions from which the student will have the choice 

of answering a specified number. Both the presentation and the examination will be assessed 

in accordance with the assessment aims set out in the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students may receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written; oral (within one-to-one 

tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly through discussions during group tutorials 

(seminars). Students will also attend formal meetings, Collections, in which they will receive 

constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback on examinations is provided through generic internal examiners’ reports and are 

made available to the student on the VLE. For all other summative assessment methods, 
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feedback is made available to the student either  via email, the VLE or another appropriate 

method. 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Baylis, J., S. Smith and R. Owens ‘The Globalisation of World Politics’, OUP, 8th Edition 

Cox, M. ‘The Post Cold War World’, Routledge, 2018 

Dunne, T., Kurki, M. and Smith, S. ‘International Relations Theory’, OUP, 2013 

Bull, H. ‘The anarchical society’, Pelgrave Macmillan 2002, 3rd edition 

Huntington, S. ‘The Clash of Civilizations’, Simon and Schuster, 2002 

Kaldor, M. ‘New wars old wars: organized violence in a global era’, Cambridge Polity Press, 2006 

Krasner, S. ‘Sovereignty: organized hypocrisy’, Princeton University Press, 1999 

Lebow, R.N. ‘Why nations fight: past and future motives for war’, Cambridge University Press, 

2010 

Mearsheimer, J. ‘The Tragedy of Great Power Politics’, Norton, 2002 

Ostrom, E. ‘Governing the Commons’, Cambridge University Press, 2015 

Von Clausevitz ‘On War’, OUP 

Walt, S. ‘Revolution and war’, Cornell University Press, 1996 

Woods, N. ‘International political economy in an age of globalization’, OUP, 2001 

JOURNALS 

Adler, E. ‘Seizing the middle ground: constructivism in world politics’. European Journal of 

International Relations 3(3) 1997, pp. 319-63 

Bellamy, A.J. ‘Is the war on terror just?’, International Relations 19(5) 2005, pp. 275-96 

Bull, H. ‘War and international order’ in Bull, H. ‘The anarchical society’, Pelgrave Macmillan 

2002, 3rd edition 

Buzan, B. ‘A world order without superpowers: decentred globalism’, International Relations 

25(1) 2011, pp. 3-25 

Checkel, J.T. ‘The constructivist turn in international relations theory’, World Politics 50(1) 1998, 

pp. 324-48 

Collins, R. ‘Explaining the anti-Soviet revolution by state breakdown theory and geopolitical 

theory’, International Politics 48(4/5) 2011, pp. 575-90 

Cox, M. ‘Another transatlantic split?’ American and European narratives and the end of the Cold 

War’, Cold War History 7(1), 2007, pp. 121-46 

Cox, M. ‘Power shift and the death of the West? Not yet!’, European Political Science 10(3) 2011, 

pp. 416-24 

Cox, M. ‘The uses and abuses of history: the end of the Cold War and Soviet collapse’, 

International Politics 48(4/5), 2011, pp. 627-46 
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Cox, M. ‘Why did we get the end of the Cold War wrong?’, British Journal of Politics and IR 11(2) 

2009, pp. 161-76 

Dupont, A. ‘The strategic implications of climate change’, Survival 50(3) 2008, pp. 29-54 

Freedman, L. ‘The age of liberal wars’, Review of International Studies 31(S1) 2005, pp. 93-107 

Haas, M.L. ‘A geriatric peace? The future of US power in a world of aging populations’, 

International Security 32(1) 2007, pp. 112-47 

Hill, C. ‘1939: the origins of liberal realism’, Review of International Studies 15(4) 1989, pp. 

319-28 

Hoffman, S. ‘An American social science: international relations’, Daedalus 109 (3) 1977, pp. 

41-60 

Ikenberry, G.J. ‘The future of the liberal world order internationalism after America’, Foreign 

Affairs 90(3) 2011, pp. 56-68 

Osiander, A. ‘Sovereignty, international relations and the Westphalian myth’, International 

Organization 55(2) 2001, pp. 251-87 

Walt, S.M. ‘International relations: one world, many theories’, Foreign Policy 110 1998, pp. 29-

47 

Waltz, K. N. ‘Anarchic order and balances of power’, in ‘Theory of international relations’, pp. 

102-128 

Wendt, A. ‘Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of power politics’, 

International Organisation 46(2) 1992, pp. 391-425 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

PON (Programme on Negotiations): https://www.pon.harvard.edu/shop/category/role-

simulations/ 

NCH VLE 

JSTOR 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• Introduction (DB) 

• International Political Thought (CB) 

• Theories of IR: Mainstream and Critical (CB) 

• Methodology: Is IR a science? (CB) 

• Agency/structure (CB) 

• Review and summary  

• Security and War (DB) 

• Complex Emergencies (PCM) 

• Two and Three Level Games: Regional and Global Integration (DB) 

• IPE and Globalisation (DB) 

• IPE and International Development (PCM) 

https://www.pon.harvard.edu/shop/category/role-simulations/
https://www.pon.harvard.edu/shop/category/role-simulations/
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• Power (DB) 

• Human Security: The Environment (DB) 

• Review and summary / case studies  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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