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Modern Political Thought Course Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

This course examines ten key thinkers in the history of modern political thought, beginning 

with Machiavelli in the sixteenth century and ending with Gandhi in the twentieth.  

Students will study these texts in depth and apply techniques of political, philosophical, and 

historical analysis to their interpretation. They will learn to appreciate the intellectual and 

historical contexts in which these texts were written, and to develop progressively critical and 

comparative perspectives on them. They will hone the necessary oral, written, and reading 

skills to think reflectively about these traditions of thought and to situate them within wider 

political themes.  

 

COURSE AIMS 

• Advance students’ powers of textual analysis and interpretation within the history 

of political thought. 

• Formulate persuasive arguments about those texts using a variety of techniques 

and perspectives. 

• Stimulate thinking about current political problems and everyday issues, 

specifically concerning the pursuit of knowledge and the justification of beliefs. 

  

Course Title Modern Political Thought  Faculty 
Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR408 Course Leader Dr Callum Barrell 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Both  

FHEQ Level Level 4 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory for Major students (incl PPE/H) 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On the successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1a Describe some of the hegemonic and non-hegemonic views in political 

thought and their implications. 

K2a Explain the ideas of different political thinkers and account for their 

differences. 

 

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1a Apply key philosophical debates and form educated opinions on them. 

S2a Understand the evolution of different views and traditions in political thought. 

S3a Explain key political debates by situating them within their historical contexts. 

 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

T1a Display a developing technical proficiency of written English skills that 

demonstrates an ability to communicate clearly and accurately when 

producing structured and coherent pieces of text. 

T1a Distinguish between different sources of literature (primary and secondary) to 

communicate ideas fluently and critically, in a manner appropriate to the 

intended audience. 

T3a Articulate an awareness of the broad perspectives of political thinking. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 20 x large-group hours 

• 8 x seminar hours 

• 3.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication skills (written and oral) 

• Analytical skills 

• Reading skills  
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• Research skills  

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

will not count towards the end of year results but do provide students with developmental 

feedback. Formative assessments consist of essays and ‘gobbets’ – short extracts of texts – 

which are discussed in the one-to-one tutorials. Topics for formative assignments are chosen 

from lectures preceding the timing of the relevant tutorial, to give students opportunities to 

assimilate into their assignments their learning from group tutorials and lectures.   

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in two forms: 

AE Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Coursework 40% Yes 4 weeks 2000 words 

2 Coursework 60% Yes 4 weeks 3000 words 

 

The coursework scripts will contain several questions from which the student will choose a 

specified number. Both coursework assignments will be assessed in accordance with the 

assessment aims set out in the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written; oral (within one-to-one 

tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly through discussions during group tutorials 

(seminars). Students will attend a formal meeting, Collections, at which they will receive 

constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback is provided on summative assessment and is made available to the student either 

via email, the VLE or another appropriate method. 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Boucher, D. and P. Kelly. (2003), Political Thinkers from Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  

Cahn, S. (2014), Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Edwards, A. and J. Townshend (eds.), (2002). Interpreting Modern Political Philosophy. 

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Goldie, M. and R. Wokler (eds.) (2006), The Cambridge History of Eighteenth Century Political 

Thought, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Hampsher-Monk, I. (1993), A History of Modern Political Thought. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.   
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Klosko, G. (2013), History of Political Theory, An Introduction: Volume II: Modern. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press.  

Miller, D. (2003), Political Philosophy, a Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press.  

Rawls, J. (2008), Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy. Harvard: Harvard University 

Press.  

JOURNALS AND ARTICLES 

Dunn, J. (1996), ‘The History of Political Theory’ in The History of Political Theory and Other 

Essays, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Skinner, Q. (1969), ‘Meaning and Understanding in the History if Ideas’ in History and Theory, 

Vol. 8.1,  

 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

NCH VLE 

JSTOR 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will be expected to acquire and show first-hand knowledge of the following indicative 

texts and topics: 

• Machiavelli: The Prince  

• Hobbes: Leviathan 

• Locke: Second Treatise of Civil Government  

• Rousseau: Discourse on Inequality; The Social Contract 

• Wollstonecraft: Vindication of the Rights of Woman 

• Tocqueville: On Democracy in America 

• Mill: Utilitarianism, On Liberty  

• Hegel: Philosophy of Right 

• Marx: Communist Manifesto, Paris Manuscripts of 1844, Contribution to a Critique 

of Political Economy 

• Gandhi: Hind Swaraj 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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