
 

1 

 

The Crusades and the Expansion of Europe, c. 1000-

c. 1200 Course Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

This course will investigate the history of the crusades, topics covered will include the 

background and origins of this process of expansionism, the changing attitude to religious 

violence and the motivation of crusaders. The course will also look at the kingdoms founded by 

crusaders and their interaction and conflict with native populations. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

• Develop students’ understanding of crucial events in European and Middle Eastern 

history – the crusades and the medieval expansion of Europe. 

• To understand the challenges of using historical evidence – e.g. the slippery 

nature of the texts, the use of rhetoric, contradictory narratives, and unreliable 

narration. 

• Advance students’ analytical skills in relation to a wide variety of primary source 

materials – including chronicles, charters, letters as well as artwork. 

  

Course Title 

The Crusades and the 

Expansion of Europe, c. 

1000-c. 1200 

Faculty History 

Course Code NCHHI677 Course Leader Lars Kjaer 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Either &/or Both  

FHEQ Level Level 6 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Optional 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c Demonstrate a systematic understanding of, and ability to analyse, developments in 

medieval culture associated with the crusades (PPH: K1c). 

K2c Demonstrate a conceptual understanding of the complexity and challenging nature of 

evidence relating to the study of the crusaders. 

K3c Reflect critically on the manner in which historians have written about the crusades 

and the way in which modern day political and religious developments have 

influenced this. 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c Develop and sustain historical arguments in written form, formulating pertinent and 

probing questions in connections with early modern cultural encounters, and 

answering those questions using relevant evidence with nuance and insight (PPH: 

S1c). 

S2c Demonstrate their critical engagement with the issues and themes of the 

historiography on the crusades and the expansion of medieval Europe in writing 

(PPH: S2c). 

S3c Demonstrate ability to locate, gather and deploy evidence and data relevant for the 

questions investigated in this course with intellectual integrity and maturity. 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1c Utilise an advanced level of technical proficiency of written English, while effectively 

applying scholarly terminology, to critically evaluate, analyse and make judgements 

and apply these appropriately to a range of diverse contexts. 

T1c Demonstrate effective communication of critical analysis judgements in a fluent and 

well-argued manner (PPH: T2c). 

T2c Synthesise and analyse large amounts of information to produce pertinent and 

critical conclusions (PPH: T1c). 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 16 x large-group hours 

• 4 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 
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Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Experience in assembling data in answer to set questions.  

• Experience in writing coherent, concise and precise written communications in 

answer to set questions. 

• Learning about and mastering unfamiliar subjects. 

• Experience in giving presentations to groups and leading discussions. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with developmental 

feedback, for example through written feedback on essays and oral feedback in tutorials. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Examination 100 N/A 3 hours N/A 

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussion during group tutorials. Student’s will also attend the formal meeting, 

Collections, in which they will receive constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s 

performance.  

Feedback on examinations is provided through generic internal examiners’ reports and are 

made available to the student on the VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided below 

is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Asbridge, T.S. (2004) The First Crusade: A New History. London: Free Press. 

JOURNALS 

Riley-Smith, J. (1980), ‘Crusading as an Act of Love’. History 65 (214), 177-92. 
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INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• The conquests of the mid-eleventh century 

• The First Crusade 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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