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Dissertation Course Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

The dissertation represents the culmination of the undergraduate history degree programme 

and offers an opportunity for students to deploy the ideas, methods and skills they have 

acquired during their studies to this point. It afford students a chance to develop an in-depth 

and independent piece of work that should not merely summarize the existing state-of-the-

field as other historians have rendered it, but which actively seeks to advance our 

understanding of a particular aspect of the past. The selection, analysis and communication of 

appropriate primary sources are a fundamental part0 of the process. As such, the dissertation 

requires students to show maturity, independence and skill in the design and delivery of the 

project over the course of their final year. 

In preparation for their dissertation, students will specifically be trained in research skills, 

building on those they have acquired over the preceding years. Time will be spent considering 

the various online and offline research resources available for studying different periods of 

history, both as a group, in a seminar-style lecture, and individually, in tutorials, in response 

to their specific research challenge.  

 

COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to: 

• Provide the students with an opportunity to conduct a longer, self-directed, 

research project acting in the mould of a professional historian. 

• Demonstrate and develop various ideas, methods and skills that have been 

acquired during the course of their degree programme. 

 

Course Title Dissertation Faculty History 

Course Code NCHHI672 Course Leader Dr Oliver Ayers 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Both 

FHEQ Level Level 6 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c Demonstrate a critically sophisticated understanding of an area of history of 

their choosing. 

K2c Contribute to a collective scholarly conversation in an area of their choosing in 

a mature and constructive manner. 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c Synthesize the literature on their topic of choice and adopt a critical position 

within relevant historiographical debates. 

S2c Identify an appropriate selection of primary source material – broadly 

construed – and analyse it to reach informed and advanced historical 

judgements. 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1c Utilise an advanced level of technical proficiency of written English, while 

effectively applying scholarly terminology, to critically evaluate, analyse and 

make judgements and apply these appropriately to a range of diverse contexts. 

T1c Direct their own research to design, research and present a substantial piece of 

academic work over a longer time-span, and work effectively to deadlines. 

T2c Express themselves fluently, clearly, and coherently in written expression, 

organising and synthesising their information to produce rational and critical 

conclusions. 

 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 6 x large-group hours 

• 4 x tutorial hours (individual tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

This course equips participants with the capacity to: 

• Demonstrate a substantial degree of independence to design and deliver a 

sophisticated and novel investigation. 

• Write in an extended form while expressing complex and sophisticated ideas. 
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ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of comments from 

supervisors in tutorials and – with tutor permission – the opportunity to submit small 

quantities of developmental pieces of work (e.g. an annotated bibliography).   

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Dissertation 100% Yes N/A 7,000 words 

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussion during tutorials. Student’s will also attend the formal meeting, Collections, 

in which they will receive constructive and developmental feedback on their term’s 

performance.  

Feedback is provided on summative assessment and is made available to the student either 

via email, the VLE or another appropriate method.  

 

INDICATIVE READING 

N/A 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

N/A 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Title: NCHHI672 Dissertation Course Descriptor 

Approved by: Academic Board 

Location: Academic Handbook/Programme specifications and Handbooks/ 

Undergraduate Programme Specifications/History (Hons) Programme 

Specifications/History Course Descriptors 

Version 

number 

Date 

approved 

Date 

published  

Owner Proposed 

next review 

date 

Modification (As per AQF4) 

& category number 

3.0 February 

2022 

March 2022 Dr Lars 

Kjaer 

April 2025 Category 3: Changes to 

Learning Outcomes 

2.0 July 2021 July 2021 Dr Lars 

Kjaer 

April 2025 Category 2: Change to 

'Teaching and Learning 

Strategy'   

1.0 June 2020 June 2020 Dr Lars 

Kjaer 

April 2025  

 

 


