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COURSE SUMMARY 

This course explores the development of modern art and architecture from the mid-19th 

century to the present day. It examines key artists and architects, movements and artworks 

which shape the current understanding of the ‘modern’ in art and architecture. One half 

focuses on the history of modern architecture. Through close object study, primary texts and 

critical readings, students will come to understand modern architecture as the complex result 

of social, cultural, economic, and geopolitical conditions. Questions about (national) identity, 

politics, function, agency, audience, technology and materiality will play a central role.  The 

other half explores the history of modern art with a focus on painting, sculpture, photography, 

land art and digital art. This half of the course examines early movements within their 

historical contexts and moves forward to survey the major movements and key players of the 

twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Emphasis throughout the course will be on 

describing, discussing and interpreting artworks and buildings, and the issues they raise. Using 

primary sources to unpick the practical, theoretical and ideological motivations that animated 

artistic practice, it will investigate modernism from a variety of angles, and also evaluate the 

challenges that global approaches present for a coherent understanding of art and architecture 

of this period.  
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COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to: 

● Give an overview of art, artists, architects and buildings, and ideas about art and 

architecture since 1850. 

● Develop a critical methodology for art and architectural history, incorporating 

subject matter and interpretative approaches. 

● Build a ‘toolkit’ to observe, locate, understand and appreciate architecture. 

● Develop a critical understanding of the different frameworks of interpretation that 

have been used to analyse works of art produced in the period.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c Demonstrate knowledge and a systematic understanding of the key artists, 

architects, aesthetic and architectural concepts that  shape understanding 

of art and architecture since 1850. 

K2c Develop sustained arguments about the wider artistic, social, political, 

national and global contexts in which art and architecture are embedded. 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c Demonstrate a systematic understanding of the vocabulary specific to 

modern art and architecture, and construct arguments about current 

aesthetic and architectural discourses, supported by visual, textual or other 

evidence as appropriate. 

S2c Set art works and buildings within their appropriate historical, intellectual 

and cultural contexts. 

S3c Critically evaluate different methodologies for studying art works and 

architectural history and adopt them in research and writing. 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T2c Successfully develop arguments on the meaning of ‘modernity’ as applied 

to art and architecture since 1850, as well as other cultural, professional 

and social categories. 

T3c Work independently to meet published deadlines. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 30 x large-group hours 

• 5.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 
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Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

● Students develop an ability to analyse the material and formal qualities of art and 

of buildings using specialist language. Students learn how to read architectural 

plans and drawings. 

● The preparation and delivery of oral presentations as part of the formative 

assessment process will train students in public speaking and communication. 

● Students will develop their critical thinking and research skills. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results but will provide students with developmental 

feedback on how to improve writing and essay structure, critical analysis and interpretation of 

works of art, and how to employ primary sources and comparative material. 

SUMMATIVE 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Written Assignment 

(Reading report) 

10% Yes N/A 1000 

2  Written Assignment 

(Essay) 

40% Yes  N/A  2000 

3 Written Assignment 

(Reading report) 

10% Yes N/A 1000 

4 Written Assignment 

(Essay)  

40% Yes N/A 2000 

 

The written assignments will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in 

the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussion during group tutorials. Students will also attend the formal meeting, 

Collections, at the end of Michaelmas terms in which they will receive constructive and 

developmental feedback on their performance.  

Feedback is provided on summative assessment and is made available to the student either via 

email, the VLE or another appropriate method. 
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INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

ARCHITECTURE SINCE 1850  

Cohen, J-L. (2012). The Future of Architecture since 1889, London: Phaidon 

Cheng, I., Davis, C., Wilson, M., eds. (2020). Race and Modern Architecture: A Critical History 

from the Enlightenment to the Present. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press  

Forty, A. (2004). Words and Buildings: A Vocabulary of Modern Architecture, London: 

Thames and Hudson 

Frampton, K. (2020). Modern Architecture: A Critical History, London: Thames and 

Hudson  

King, A. (2004). Spaces of Global Cultures: Architecture, Urbanism, Identity, London: 

Routledge 

ART SINCE 1850 

D’Alleva, A. (2016). Methods and Theories of Art History. London: Laurence King Publishing. 

Bindman, D., Gates Jr. H., L., (2014, eds.), The Image of the Black in Western Art, Cambridge, 

MA: Harvard University/The Belknapp Press. 

Clark, T. J. (1999), Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism, New Haven: 

Yale University Press  

Eisenman, S. (2011), Nineteenth Century Art: A Critical History, Fourth Edition. New York: 

Thames & Hudson. 

Harris, J. (2001), The New Art History: A Critical Introduction, London and New York: 

Routledge. 

Harrison, C., Wood, P. (2003, eds.), Art in Theory 1900-2000 An Anthology of Changing Ideas, 

Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 

Harrison, C. Wood, P. (1998, eds.) Art in Theory 1815-1900 An Anthology of Changing Ideas, 

Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 

Krauss, R. (1985), The Originality of the Avant-Garde and other Modernist Myths, Cambridge, 

MA: MIT Press. 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS: 

Students will study the following topics:  

ARCHITECTURE SINCE 1850 

● Designing the Modern Metropolis 

● Reactions to Industrialisation: The Arts & Crafts Movement  

● A New Architectural Language: The Avant-Garde and International Modernism 

● Brutalism and Post-Modernism 

● Architecture, High-Tech and Digital Technologies 
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ART SINCE 1850 

● Painting in Modern Art 

● Sculpture in Modern Art 

● Inter-mediality in Modern Art 

● Photography in Modern Art 

● Virtual Reality in Modern Art  
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