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COURSE SUMMARY 

This area studies course focuses on the history, institutions,  politics, and policies of the 

European Union (EU), and how these reflect on its global role in trade, aid, conflict resolution 

and wider processes of democratization (both within and beyond the European geography). The 

complexity of the European institutions, their protracted evolution, and the policy outcomes 

effected by the supranational authority will be studied in-depth. Discussion of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the European Union as a regional and global power in theory and practice is 

integral to the course. Students develop skills of analysis, prediction, and forecasting through 

an active engagement with multi-level governance frameworks resulting from the move towards 

ever greater supranational constitutionalism in the European Union. The study on this course is 

supported by contemporary scholarly debates in political science and international relations. As 

the course is of great currency, students learn not only how to examine the relevant secondary 

literature but also how to sample, discern, and use reports and news pieces (broadcasts, blogs, 

op-eds, etc). 

 

COURSE AIMS 

• Advancing the powers of analysis, debate and argument, as well as critical thinking 

and awareness of current events relating to the EU as a fast-changing system of 

supranational authority and agency.  

• Developing an active understanding of history, institutional design, and policy-

making, questions and debates at EU level. 
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World 
Faculty 

Politics and International 

Relations 

Course Code NCHPIR516 Course Leader Dr Diana Bozhilova 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Hilary 
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Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory for Major (including PPE/PPH) students 

Pre-requisites None 
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• Stimulating thinking about the present not only through review of the existing 

literature but through critical appraisal of reports and news pieces (broadcasts, 

blogs, op-eds, etc). 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K3b evaluate the challenges, constraints and opportunities faced by the EU at 

regional and global level, as well as the causes of these conditions 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1b analyse data and evaluate findings, using theoretical models, in order to 

develop persuasive arguments 

S2b demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the key theoretical and policy debates 

S3b evaluate institutional developments at local, regional and global level 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T2b interpret coherently and present simulated solutions to existing problems, 

displaying an understanding of the range of conditions encountered in 

different member states of the European Union 

T3b tolerate ambiguity in decision-making, and present information in a 

professional and accurate format in a manner appropriate to the intended 

audience 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 23 x large-group hours 

• 6 x seminar hours 

• 3.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 
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EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation skills 

• Analytical skills 

• Problem-solving skills 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These do 

not count towards the end of year results but will provide students with developmental feedback. 

Formative assessment throughout the course consists of formative essays, which are discussed 

in the one-to-one tutorial. Topics for formative essays are typically chosen from the lecture 

series on this course. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Examination 100% N/A 3 hours N/A 

 

The summative assessment consists of one 3-hour unseen written examination at the end of 

Trinity, for which students will have a choice of questions to answer. The examination will be 

assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in the Programme Specification. This 

method of assessment allows students to demonstrate substantive understanding of the key 

theoretical and policy debates in the evolution of the European Union from the end of WWII to 

the present. 

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (in one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly through 

discussions during group tutorials (seminars). Students will also attend the formal meetings, 

Collections, at the end of the term in which they will receive constructive and developmental 

feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback is provided on written assignments (including essays, briefings and reports) and 

through generic internal examiners’ reports, which is posted on the College’s VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided below 

is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS 

George, S. and Bache, I. (2011), Politics in the European Union, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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Dinan, D. (2010), Ever Closer Union: An Introduction to European Integration, 4th edition, 

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Cini, M. and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán. N. (2019), European Union Politics, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Hix, S. and Høyland, B. (2011), The Political System of the European Union, Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

Moravcsik, A. (1999), The Choice for Europe, Social Purpose and State Power from Messina to 

Maastricht, Abingdon: Routledge. 

Palmowski, J. (2003), The Oxford Dictionary of Contemporary World History, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Wallace, H., Polack, M. and Young, A. (2014), Policy-making in the European Union, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

JOURNALS 

Bozhilova, D. (2010), ‘When Foreign Direct Investment is good for development’, GreeSE 

Hellenic Observatory Papers on Greece and Southeast Europe, March, Issue No. 33. 

Bozhilova, D. (2007), ‘Measuring success and failure of EU-Europeanization in the Eastern 

enlargement: Judicial reform in Bulgaria’, European Journal of Law Reform, Eleven International 

Publishing, Sir William Dale Memorial Issue, Vol. 11, No. 2, pp. 285-319. 

David, M., Gower, J., and Haukkala, H. (eds) (2013), National Perspectives on Russia: European 

Foreign Policy in the Making?, London: Routledge Advances in European Politics Series. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

NCH VLE 

JSTOR 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• European integration from the ECSC to the Lisbon Treaty (TFEU) 

• Theories of European integration: functionalism, intergovernmentalism, 

constructivism, post-functionalism 

• Policy-making and the EU institutionalism: the executive, the legislature, and the 

judiciary 

• Agency: EU decision-making and multi-level governance 

• Enlargement policy 

• Euroscepticism and Brexit 

• The single market and competition 

• Economic and Monetary UNion: a critical perspective and the way forward 

• The Common Agricultural policy in the context of the WTO 

• Structural and Cohesion policy: a critical analysis 

• Justice and Homes Affairs 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/hellenicObservatory/pubs/GreeSE.htm
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/hellenicObservatory/pubs/GreeSE.htm
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• Global Europe: The EU as an agent of foreign and security policy? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title: NCHPIR516 The European Union in the World Course Descriptor 

Approved by: Academic Board 

Version 

number 

Date 

approved 

Date 

published  

Owner Location Proposed next 

review date 

2.0 June 

2021 

June 2021 Diana 

Bozhilova 

1 Academic Handbook > 

Course Descriptors 

2 VLE 

April 2025 

1.0 June 

2020 

June 2020 Diana 

Bozhilova  

1. Academic Handbook 

> Course Descriptors 

2. VLE 

April 2025 

Modifications (As per AQF4) 

Version 

number 

Date 

approved 

Date 

published 

Modification (including category number) 

2.0 June 

2021 

June 

2021 

Category 2: Change to 'Teaching and Learning Strategy' 

 

 


	COURSE SUMMARY
	COURSE AIMS
	LEARNING OUTCOMEs
	KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
	SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS
	TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS

	TEACHING and learning
	employability skills
	ASSESSMENT
	FORMATIVE
	SUMMATIVE

	FEEDBACK
	INDICATIVE READING
	BOOKS
	Journals
	ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

	indicative TOPICS

