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COURSE SUMMARY 

This third-year special subject examines civil rights activism in favour of racial equality in the 

modern period. The focus is on the USA where, in recent years, historians have worked hard to 

move away from the traditional focus on the non-violent protests associated with the leadership 

of King in the post-war south.  Some people now assert that a ‘long’ civil rights movement 

operated across the twentieth century that had a much broader set of goals and that operated 

far beyond the confines of the south – even travelling overseas.  This course prompts participants 

to engage with the unresolved questions raised by this approach through an exploration of a 

series of diverse protest movements during a dynamic and transformative period.  As we 

progress, we will explore a series of running themes in depth, centring on factors of race, class, 

gender, generation and geography, which helped decide the extent of black advancement in this 

period, as well as its limitations. 

One great fascination with this topic stems from the variety of historical challenges confronting 

us.  We will consider events from the ‘top’, for instance by looking at the shifting policies of the 

Federal Government, and from the ‘bottom’ by looking at the local activists whose work was 

often deliberately conducted in secret.  As such, some episodes will be instantly familiar but 

will require us to work to separate myth from reality; others, meanwhile, have previously been 

hidden from historical view forcing us to piece together clues from fragmentary archival 

evidence. 
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COURSE AIMS 

This course aims to: 

• Probe key stages in black political protest and to their intimate connections to 

wider contours of American and international history. 

• Advance students’ powers of analysis, of interpretation, and ability to devise, 

formulate and criticize arguments regarding modern history. 

• Develop an active understanding of how factors such as race, class, gender and 

generation have shaped responses to racial discrimination in different historical 

contexts. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c display a critical understanding of the modern African American historical 

experience 

K2c adopt reasoned positions regarding the relative importance of some key ideas 

and processes that have defined modern civil rights history (e.g. race, class, 

gender; migration, urbanization, integration) 

K3c stake out a critical position vis a vis the claims of the ‘long’ civil rights 

movement in regard to periodization, geographical location and overall efficacy 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c demonstrate the ability to deploy varied approaches spanning political, social, 

cultural and economic field of enquiry 

S2c engage with complex historiographical debates and adopt judicious positions 

within them 

 
TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1c think independently about complex, multifaceted and politically-charged 

questions  

T2c present complex multidisciplinary ideas with fluency in written and oral forms 

 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 16 x large-group hours 

• 4 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 
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Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

Completing this course will help equip students with the capacity to: 

• Discuss complicated questions about race and identity with sensitivity and rigour 

• Deploy independent ideas in written form within a strict time frame 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with developmental 

feedback.  

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Exam 100 No 3 hours N/A 

 

The examination will consist of a number of questions from which the student will have the 

choice of answering a specified number. The examination will be assessed in accordance with 

the assessment aims set out in the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussion during seminars. Student’s will also attend the formal meeting, Collections, 

at the end of Michaelmas and Hilary in which they will receive constructive and developmental 

feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback is provided on written assignments (including essays, briefings and reports) and 

through generic internal examiners’ reports, both of which are posted on the College’s VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided below 

is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 
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BOOKS  

Sugrue, T. (2009) Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North. 

London: Random House. 

Tuck, S. (2010) We Ain't What We Ought To Be: The Black Freedom Struggle from 

Emancipation to Obama. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Ward, B. and Badger, T. (1996) The Making of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights 

Movement. London: Macmillan. 

JOURNALS 

Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd. (2005) ‘The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the 

Past’. Journal of American History 91, 1233-1263. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

Carmichael, S. (1966) ‘What We Want’. 

http://web.mit.edu/21h.102/www/Primary%20source%20collections/Civil%20Rights/Carmicha

el.htm  

Du Bois, W. E. B. (1919) ‘Returning Soldiers’. The Crisis, XVIII, p. 13. 

http://glc.yale.edu/returning-soldiers  

Hearst Metrotone News Collection (1965) ‘TV Coverage of Selma to Montgomery March’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XArs06XavlE      

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• The origins of Jim Crow segregation 

• Marcus Garvey and black nationalism 

• The Harlem Renaissance and the New Negro 

• Popular protest during the Great Depression and Second World War 

• Martin Luther King Jr. and nonviolent protest 

• The March on Washington Movement 

• International protest movements during the Cold War 

• The rise of Black Power 
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Date 
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published  

Owner Location Proposed next 

review date 

2.0 June 

2021 

June 2021 Lars Kjaer 1 Academic Handbook > 

Course Descriptors 

2 VLE 
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> Course Descriptors 

2. VLE 
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Category 2: Change to 'Teaching and Learning 
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