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COURSE SUMMARY 

This unit will have two components: Historiography and Public History, Heritage and Memory. 

i) Historiography 

This will introduce students to the history of historical writing, examining: eighteenth-century 

Enlightenment history from Vico to Adam Smith, the influence of the major nineteenth century 

figures Hegel and Marx, twentieth-century writers and movements such as  Oakeshott, 

Skocpol, Skinner, and Foucault, the challenge of sociology (as represented by Durkheim and 

Weber) and genealogy.  The unit will consider different sorts of history: political, intellectual, 

cultural, social and economic, and will specifically examine the challenge of using particular 

types of historical evidence (such as oral history and social memories), as well as the writing 

of different types of history, including the history of gender, of empires and of revolutions. It 

will also explicitly address the challenges and opportunities that the historian faces when 

writing comparative history.  

ii) Public History, Heritage and Memory 

Public history is history in the public sphere, whether in museums and galleries, heritage sites 

and historic houses, radio and television broadcasting, film, popular history books, social 

media, or public policy within government.  The central challenge and task of public history is 

making history relevant and accessible to people outside academia, whilst adhering to an 

academically credible historical method.  This part of the unit will explore the theory and 

practice of public history in heritage, broadcasting, publication and policy, asking questions 

such as, how is the past used? what is authenticity? must public – or popular – history mean 

‘dumbing down’? can we satisfy the public’s curiosity about the past in a way that also satisfies 

us as historians?  We will consider historical controversies, the abuse of the past, and the 

ethics of misrepresenting the past.   
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COURSE AIMS 

This course aims to: 

• Provide a sophisticated and wide-ranging conceptual grasp of the various 

methodologies of and approaches to the discipline of history. 

• Underpin the empirical historical study of the history degree with a theoretical 

foundation. 

• Stimulate thinking about the purposes and challenges of history, and its relation 

both to the present, and to other disciplines. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1b demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the various approaches to history 

from antiquity through to postmodernism and its reception 

K2b demonstrate an understanding of the intellectual challenges of reconstructing 

the past for the public, the social rationale and rewards of public history and 

the heritage industry, and the tools of the discipline 

K3b Demonstrate the ability to reflect critically upon the communication of history 

to the wider public 

 
SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1b be able to formulate and structure historical arguments about the theoretical 

dimensions of the empirical study of history 

S2b be able to reflect on historical arguments about the theoretical dimensions of 

the empirical study of history and the communication of this to a wider 

audience 

S3b demonstrate the professional skills of the historian, including the ability to 

reflect contextually upon texts and non-textual sources 

 
TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1b produce written work that is well structured, fluent, clear and well referenced 

T2b analyse and evaluate data rationally 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 30 x large-group hours 

• 10 x seminar hours  

• Weekly office hours 
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Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation skills 

• Ability to Analyse Complex Concepts 

• Ability to Relate Academic Arguments to Practical Settings 

• Ability to Produce a Sophisticated Written Report 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Three essays during the Michaelmas and Hilary together with presentations and appropriate 

oral contributions in the course of the lectures, especially those designated as seminars, and in 

tutorials.  

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with developmental 

feedback, helping them to hone their skills in comparative history, historiography, and public 

history, as well as more generally in constructing good theoretical arguments about history, 

structuring essays, and improving clarity of expression, both written and oral.  

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in two forms: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Coursework Essay 50 Yes N/A c. 3,500 

words 

2 Public History Project 50 YES N/A c. 3,500 

words or 

equivalent. 

 

The assignments will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in the 

Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly through discussion 

during group tutorials. Student’s will also attend the formal meeting, Collections, at the end of 

Michaelmas and Hilary in which they will receive constructive and developmental feedback on 

their term’s performance.  
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Feedback is provided on written assignments (including essays, briefings and reports) and 

through generic internal examiners’ reports, both of which are posted on the College’s VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Bentley, M. (1999) Historiography: An Introduction. London: Routledge. 

Collingwood, R. G. (1994) The Idea of History. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

de Groot, J. (2009) Consuming History: Historians and Heritage in Contemporary Popular 

Culture, Abingdon: Routledge.  

Jordanova, L. (2000) History in Practice, London: Arnold. 

JOURNALS 

History and Theory 

History of Political Thought 

Oral History 

Historical Journal 

History Workshop Journal 

American Historical Review 

Past and Present 

History and Memory 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• Giambattista Vico  

• The Scottish Enlightenment 

• Hegel’s Philosophy of History 

• The Challenge of Sociology: Durkheim and Weber 

• Quentin Skinner and the Cambridge School 

• Foucault and Genealogy 

• History and Gender 

• Oral History and Social Memory 

• Comparative History 

• Public History and Memory 

• Historical Controversies 

• History and the Media 
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• History and Heritage 

• History and Film 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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