
 

 

 

Sixteenth-Century England Course Descriptor 
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COURSE SUMMARY 

This will be a social, political, religious and cultural history of sixteenth-century England in its 

European context.  The first half of the course will give a ‘top-down’ approach, covering the 

traditional territory of the political and religious history of sixteenth-century England, and 

examining this in the context of the rich historiography and primary sources that exist for the 

period.  Students will consider the Reformation in Europe, and how that manifested itself in 

England under Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I, and examine the material and 

cultural context of politics and religion in this period.  We will then focus on social and cultural 

history, examining lives at both the top and bottom of society.  Students will cover themes 

such as popular culture and rebellion, witchcraft, crime and punishment, masculinity and 

patriarchy. The course is designed to bring together several approaches to the study of early 

modern history – political, religious, social, and cultural – and to try to approach the study of 

the country in a rounded way, looking at the lives of both the elites and the ordinary people 

who made up the population of England. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to:  

• Give students a good grounding in and rounded understanding of the history of 

sixteenth-century England. 

• Teach students how to navigate their way through the contested historiography of 

the Tudor period, and to formulate their own opinions on the basis of evidence. 

• Introduce students to some of the primary sources from which sixteenth-century 

social, political, religious and cultural history can be derived. 

 

Course Title Sixteenth-Century England Faculty History 

Course Code NCHHI412 Course Leader Dr Estelle Paranque 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Michaelmas 

FHEQ Level Level 4 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1a demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the major religious, political, 

social and cultural themes of the history of sixteenth-century England (PPH: 

K1a) 

K2a understand the complexity of the history of sixteenth-century England and the 

available sources (PPH: K2a) 

K3a demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key historiographical debates 

in the period (PPH: K1a) 

   

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1a Read, understand and critically analyse a limited number of primary sources 

from the period to enrich and substantiate their arguments (PPH: S1a PPH) 

S2a assemble and deploy a limited number of primary sources from the period to 

enrich and substantiate their arguments 

S3a marshal and develop an historical argument and provide a structured and 

coherent line of reasoning (PPH: S2a & S3a) 

 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

T1a express themselves with clarity and coherence in oral and written form (PPH: 

T2a)  

T2a synthesise information from several sources (PPH: T1a) 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 16 x large-group hours 

• 4 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 
 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation skills 
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• Academic writing skills 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

will not count towards the final degree but will provide students with developmental feedback, 

for example helping students to become more sophisticated in their analysis of statutes and 

case law.  

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in one form: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Examination 100% N/A 3 hours N/A 

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (on copies of their essays or 

via email correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and 

indirectly through discussion during seminars. Students will also attend the formal meeting, 

Collections, at the end of Michaelmas and Hilary terms in which they will receive constructive 

and developmental feedback on their terms performance. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Bernard, G.W. (1991) The fall of Anne Boleyn. English Historical Review, 106 (420), pp.584-

610.  

Duffy, E., The Stripping of the Altars (1992; new edition 2005), New Haven, Conn., London: 

Yale University Press. Chapter 15. 

Ryrie, A. (2009) The Age of Reformation: The Tudor and Stewart Realms 1485-1603. Harlow: 

Pearson Longman.  

Levin, C. (1999, 2013) The Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex 

and Power. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

• The Henrician Reformation 

• The Boy King: Edward VI 

• Mary I and the Martyrs 

• Elizabeth I before the Armada 
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• The Elizabethan Church 

• Rebellion, Protest and Revolt 

• Crime, Poverty and Punishment 

• Women and Patriarchy 

• Witchcraft and Magic 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title: NCHHI412 Sixteenth-Century England Course Descriptor 

Approved by: Academic Board 

Version 

number 

Date 

approved 

Date 

published  

Owner Location Proposed next 

review date 

2.0 July 

2021 

July 2021 Lars Kjaer 1 Academic Handbook > 

Course Descriptors 

2 VLE 

 

April 2025 

1.0 June 

2020 

June 2020 Lars Kjaer 1 Academic Handbook > 

Course Descriptors 

2 VLE 

April 2025 

Modifications (As per AQF4) 

Version 

number 

Date 

approved 

Date 

published 

Modification (including category number) 

2.0 July 

2021 

July 2021 Category 2: Change to 'Teaching and Learning 

Strategy'   
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