
 

 

 

Introduction to The History of European Art Course 

Descriptor 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

COURSE SUMMARY 

This introductory course provides a broad overview of the history of European art.  

Students will be introduced to major themes and issues that have shaped artistic 

production, from antiquity to the present day, and question the way in which this 

material has traditionally been presented. 

Students will develop an awareness of how European art history emerged as a discipline 

defined by stylistic categorisation, historical periodization and ideas of greatness.  The 

notion that certain works can be considered representative will be considered critically, as 

we explore how works of art can actually illustrate a more culturally diverse and 

intertwined history than is usually acknowledged.  Site visits will complement the 

lectures, and will also be used to consider the role of institutions in establishing 

hierarchies of visual and material culture. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to: 

• Develop a broad understanding and knowledge of the history of European art. 

• Identify the main themes and movements that have shaped European art history. 

• Teach students how to discuss the formal properties of a work of art, both orally 

and on paper.  

Course Title 
Introduction to The History of 

European Art  
Faculty Art History 

Course Code NCHAH429 Course Leader 
Dr Niamh Bhalla/Dr 

Susan Green 

Credit Points 30 Teaching Period Michaelmas & Hilary 

FHEQ Level Level 4 Date Approved June 2020 

Compulsory/ 

Optional  
Compulsory 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 



 
NCHAH429 INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF EUROPEAN ART COURSE DESCRIPTOR 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1a demonstrate knowledge of the main themes and movements in the history of 

European art 

K2a demonstrate an awareness of the concepts, values and debates that inform the 

study of the history of European art 

 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S2a evaluate and interpret works of art from a range of periods and place them 

within their correct historical context 

S3a interpret a range of library resources and comparative material to construct 

cohesive arguments 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1a communicate arguments orally and in written form regarding works of art, 

using visual aids where appropriate 

T2a synthesise information accurately to produce lines of argument or judgements 

made 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
Students will have the opportunity to engage with: 

• 1 x virtual learning environment (VLE) 

• 30 x large-group hours 

• 5.5 x tutorial hours (individual or group tutorial) 

• Weekly office hours 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course and, 

with the ongoing support available, to manage their directed learning and independent study. 

Total study hours for this course are: 300. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

• Students gain a broad and comparative understanding of the history European art 

and the ability to think critically about cultural narratives. 

• Class discussion will develop the use of specialist language and improve 

communication skills.  
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• Informal presentations, with the use of visual aids, will give confidence in 

presenting in front of an audience and hone skills of visual analysis.   

• Written assessments, both formative and summative, have been designed to 

develop skills in research and critical thinking. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with developmental 

feedback on how to improve writing and essay structure, critical analysis and interpretation of 

works of art, and how to employ primary sources and comparative material. 

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in two forms: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Written Assignment 40% Yes N/A 1500 

2 Written Assignment 60% Yes N/A 2000 

 

The written assignments will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in 

the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive formal feedback in a variety of ways: written (including via email 

correspondence); oral (within one-to-one tutorials or on an ad hoc basis) and indirectly 

through discussion during group tutorials. Student’s will also attend the formal meeting, 

Collections, at the end of Michaelmas and Hilary in which they will receive constructive and 

developmental feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback is provided on written assignments (including essays, briefings and reports) and 

through generic internal examiners’ reports, both of which are posted on the College’s VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Barringer, T et al. (2007). Art and the British Empire, Manchester: Manchester University 

Press. 

Binski, P. (1996). Medieval Death: Ritual and Representation, Cambridge: Cornell University 

Press. 

Brook, C and Curzi, V (eds). (2014). Hogarth, Reynolds, Turner: British painting and the rise of 

modernity, Milan: Skira. 
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Campbell. S. and M. Cole. (2017). A New History of Italian Renaissance Art, London: Thames 

and Hudson. 

Chadwick, W. (2013). Women, Art and Society, London: Thames and Hudson. 

Christian K and Clark, L.R (2017). European Art and the Wider World 1350-1550, Manchester: 

Manchester University Press. 

Gombrich, E.H. (2007). The Story of Art, London and New York: Phaidon Press. 

Mathews, T. (1993). The Clash of Gods: a Reinterpretation of Early Christian Art, Princeton: 

Princeton. 

Nash, S. (2008). Northern Renaissance Art, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Stansbury-O'Donnell, M. (2015). A History of Greek Art. Oxford: Wiley & Sons. 

Stewart, P. (2008). The Social History of Roman Art. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

JOURNALS 

The Art Bulletin and other journals available on jstor. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

Essays on the Metropolitan Museum New York Website 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students will study the following topics:  

• Greek Sculpture and Vases 

• The Value of Naturalism 

• Hellenistic Art 

• Greek and Roman Architecture 

• Roman Art and Social Agency 

• The Emergence of Christian Art 

• Umayyad Spain 

• Romanesque and Gothic Architecture and Sculpture 

• Late Medieval Works of Art  

• Renaissance Art 

• Northern European Art of the 15th and 16th centuries 

• European Art and Society 1700-1820 

• Art and Empire 

• 19th Century British Art 

• Modernity and Aestheticism 
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