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COURSE SUMMARY 

This course introduces students to foundational concepts, problems, and theories in the 

philosophy of mind and language. Beginning with the mind: what, if anything, is it, and how 

does it relate to the body? What is the nature of a mental state, such as a qualitative sensation 

(e.g. pain) or a propositional attitude (e.g. belief)? What is consciousness? Can there be 

mental causation, and if so, how? Is there an asymmetry between our knowledge of our own 

minds and those of others? Turning to language: how are the meanings of our expressions 

fixed? Are they determined by what’s in our heads or are these meanings partly constituted by 

our environment and our practices of interpreting each other? And how do the meanings of 

simple expressions combine to determine those of more complex ones, especially in indirect 

discourse and ascriptions of propositional attitudes? 

 

COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to:  

• Develop students’ engagement with central philosophical questions about the 

mind and language.   

• Promote an active understanding of (i) the primary theories of the nature of the 

mind and mental phenomena, such as conscious experience, propositional 

attitudes, mental causation, and our knowledge of our minds and those of others, 

as well as (ii) key concepts from the philosophy of language, including meaning, 

reference, and compositionality, and (iii) the interrelations between them in such 

areas as interpretation, externalism, and anti-individualism. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c demonstrate broad knowledge and systematic understanding of key questions 

and debates in the philosophy of mind and language 

K2c 

& 

K3c 

demonstrate critical analysis of the texts, theories, and arguments from a 

range of philosophers of mind and language 

 

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c interpret and engage critically with the works of a range of philosophers with 

radically different views of the mind and of language 

S2c 

& 

S3c 

analyse arguments and positions in the philosophy of mind and language, 

synthesize disparate material, and use philosophical concepts and tools to 

impose structure and develop and support specific views 

 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

T1c work independently and effectively to deadlines, and manage own work 

T2c  organize information, question assumptions, and evaluate competing 

arguments 

T3c produce clear, independent, and persuasive presentations 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Teaching and learning strategies for this course will include:  

• 30 hours of full-cohort lectures/seminars 

• Four one-hour one-to-one tutorials per student 

• At least one revision session 

Course information and supplementary materials are available on the College’s Virtual Learning 

Environment (VLE). 

Students are required to attend and participate in all the formal and timetabled sessions for 

this course, including end-of-term Collections meetings (see below). Students are also 

expected to manage their directed learning and independent study in support of the course. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

The study of the philosophy of mind and language cultivates skills that are employable across 

a range of sectors. These include the abilities to: 

• Work independently, creatively, and to deadlines 

• Conduct research and explore relevant existing knowledge 
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• Analyse, contextualise, and interpret complex ideas and materials 

• Synthesise and evaluate information against a backdrop of uncertainty 

• Solve problems through logical reasoning 

• Present findings and opinions in a clear, structured manner, whether orally or in 

writing 

• Engage in collaborative and constructive discussion 

 

ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments (e.g. 

essays). These do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with 

developmental feedback, both oral and written.  

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in the form of an exam: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Examination 100% N/A 3 hours N/A 

 

The examination will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in the 

Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive individual feedback in a variety of ways, written and oral: within one-to-

one tutorials and in discussion phases of lectures, and on formatively and summatively 

assessed assignments. Students will also individually attend Collections, the formal meeting at 

the end of Michaelmas and Hilary at which they receive constructive and developmental 

feedback on their term’s performance.  

Feedback is also provided through generic internal examiners’ reports, which are posted on the 

College’s VLE. 

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Braddon-Mitchell, D., and F. Jackson. 2007. Philosophy of Mind and Cognition: an Introduction, 

2nd edition. Oxford: Blackwell.  

Byrne, D., and M. Kolbel. 2010. Arguing About Language. London: Routledge. 

Chalmers, D. 2002. Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary Readings. Oxford: OUP. 

Kemp, G. 2013. What is this Thing Called Philosophy of Language? London: Routledge. 
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JOURNALS 

Burge, T. 1992. ‘Philosophy of Language and Mind: 1950-1990’, The Philosophical Review 101 

(1): 3-51. 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (plato.stanford.edu) 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Students may study such topics as the following:  

• Dualism and Behaviourism 

• Identity Theory and Functionalism 

• Anomalous Monism and Mental Causation 

• Intentionality and Propositional Attitudes 

• Meaning  

• Externalism and Anti-Individualism 
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