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COURSE SUMMARY 

Authority, liberty, democracy, justice, the market: these are themes of huge interest to us not 

just as citizens but as philosophers too. Over the centuries, they have figured in many of the 

classics of the subject. In this course students explore themes five terms in depth, in the 

company of some of the giants of the modern period in philosophy, as well as some 

outstanding contemporary authors. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

The course aims to:  

• Develop students’ engagement with key themes in political philosophy. 

• Develop students’ ability to give clear analyses of complex positions. 

• Develop students’ powers of critical and constructive thinking. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

K1c demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of key questions and debates in the 

political philosophy literature 

K2c Demonstrate knowledge of arguments and theories of various political 
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philosophers of the modern period 

 

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC SKILLS 

S1c offer clear analyses of the positions of a range of philosophers with different 

views about authority, liberty, democracy, justice, and the market 

S2c produce sensitive critical evaluations of philosophical arguments on the topics 

covered in the course 

S3c employ philosophical concepts and tools to construct coherent treatments of 

questions and problems in the political philosophy literature 

 

TRANSFERABLE AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

T1c work independently and effectively to deadlines, and manage own learning 

T2c organise information, question assumptions, and evaluate competing 

arguments 

T3c communicate clear, subtle, and persuasive treatments of complex topics 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Teaching and learning strategies for this course will include:  

• 30 hours of lectures 

• Four one-hour one-to-one tutorials per student 

Course information and supplementary materials are available on the College’s Virtual Learning 

Environment (VLE). 

Students are required to attend and participate in all timetabled sessions for this course, 

including end-of-term Collections meetings (see below). Students are also expected to manage 

their directed learning and independent study in support of the course. 

 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 

The study of philosophy cultivates skills that are employable across a range of sectors. These 

include the abilities to: 

• Work independently, creatively, and to deadlines 

• Conduct research and explore relevant existing knowledge 

• Analyse, contextualise, and interpret complex ideas and materials 

• Synthesise and evaluate information against a backdrop of uncertainty 

• Solve problems through logical reasoning 

• Present findings and opinions in a clear, structured manner, whether orally or in 

writing 

• Engage in collaborative and constructive discussion 
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ASSESSMENT 

FORMATIVE 

Students will be formatively assessed during the course by means of set assignments. These 

do not count towards the end of year results, but will provide students with developmental 

feedback, both oral and written.  

SUMMATIVE 

Assessment will be in two forms: 

AE: Assessment Activity Weighting 

(%) 

Online 

submission 

Duration Length 

1 Written assignment 50% Yes N/A 3000 words 

2 Written assignment 50% Yes N/A 3000 words 

 

The written assignments will be assessed in accordance with the assessment aims set out in 

the Programme Specification.  

 

FEEDBACK 

Students will receive feedback in a variety of ways, written and oral, within one-to-one 

tutorials, in discussion phases of lectures, and on formatively and summatively assessed 

assignments. Students will also individually attend Collections, the formal meeting at the end 

of Michaelmas and Hilary at which they receive constructive and developmental feedback on 

their term’s performance.  

 

INDICATIVE READING 

Note: Comprehensive and current reading lists for courses are produced annually in the Course 

Syllabus or other documentation provided to students; the indicative reading list provided 

below is used as part of the approval/modification process only. 

BOOKS  

Boucher, David & Kelly, Paul (eds.), Political Thinkers, 3rd edition. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2017. 

Moller Okin, Susan, Justice, Gender and the Family. New York: Basic Books, 1991. 

Ryan, Alan, On Politics. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2012. 

Wolff, Jonathan, An Introduction to Political Philosophy, 3rd edition. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2015. 

 

INDICATIVE TOPICS 

Topics such as the following will be studied:  

• Hobbes 

• Locke  

• Rousseau  
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• Mill 

• Marx 

• Political obligation  

• Democracy 

• Liberty 

• Distributive Justice 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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