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Programme MSc Global Politics  
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Level 
Level 7 (FHEQ) 

Programme 

Code 

Full time MSFA1XLFTMPO18F 

Part time MSFA1XLPTMPO18F 

Relevant 

QAA 

Benchmark 

Statement 

No Politics postgraduate level 

benchmark statement 

available 

HECoS Code 100491 

Awarding 

Body 
Swansea University 

Language of 

Instruction 
English 

Teaching 

institution 

New College of the 

Humanities 
Date approved May 2017 

Mode of 

Study 
Full Time / Part Time 

Duration of 

Study 

1 Year (FT) 

2 Years (PT) 

 

PROGRAMME SUMMARY 

The MSc in Global Politics is intended for all students with a keen interest in the area of global 

citizenship, be it political theory, global policy, or political organisations. The rationale is 

informed by a clear structure founded in social theory and with a progression from the unit to 

the global level of analysis, as befitting such a programme, and as follows: 

1. The core modules in Global Politics I, Global Politics II, and Research Methods will 

provide students with the required training in concepts, theory development and 

research methodologies, as well as an applied understanding of global citizenship 

in contemporary global politics. 

2. An optional module on Universal Man: Global Citizenship in Western Political 

Thought, c. 1750-1850 explores global conceptions of human nature, specifically 

from Western political thought, that apply across disparate geographies, 

temporalities, and identities, with a critical view of existing conceptual 

frameworks. 

3. In-depth studies of specific processes and institutions through the optional 

modules in Security Issues in Global Politics, Nations and Nationalism, The 

European Union: A Model for Regionalism, inform the specific models of social 
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organisational structures that influence our understanding of global democracy 

and transnational justice. 

4. The completion of a substantial piece of original research in the form of a 15,000-

word Dissertation core module (supported by a research proposal and a 

bibliographic essay), for which students will have individual supervisions. 

The programme is therefore suited to those who have a first degree in Political Science and 

want to transition into the arena of the "international/global", but it is also suitable for people 

who have a first degree in another related discipline and wish to convert, or those who have a 

life-long interest in the discipline but have never formally studied it or (dependent on 

equivalent experience) any other discipline at degree level. 

PROGRAMME INTEGRATION 

The programme blends the development of key conceptual, theory, and research methodology 

skills in Political Science with the development and application of knowledge and understanding 

of political processes and institutions in action. The programme builds up knowledge, 

understanding, and practice of institutional and procedural science based around the theme of 

global citizenship in contemporary global politics. These elements come together in the 

dissertation to provide a unified conceptual perspective on local, regional or global institutions 

(in their myriad understanding as individuals, processes and formal institutional structures).   

At NCH we teach in small groups and are committed to providing large amounts of attention 

and individual supervision. Modules will normally be delivered in seminar groups of no more 

than ten people. We further recommend that MSc students audit two undergraduate courses of 

20 lectures each - Old powers, New Powers, Colonialism, Imperialism and the Modern State 

and International Organisations. In sum, this programme offers a unified, cohesive and unique 

perspective of the "international/global" with a social theory foundation and unit level layered 

study, from local to global. 

The Faculty convenes a regular guest lecture series in which our graduate students will be 

given the opportunity to attend talks by experts in their field. Past speakers have included 

senior academics from Oxford and the LSE; domestic and United Nations policymakers; 

ambassadors; politicians; and members of the International Maritime Organisation. Included 

within these talks are extended question-and-answer sessions as well as opportunities for 

further discussion in an informal social setting. The lecture series is an invaluable tool with 

which to supplement the students’ understanding of global politics and enhance the quality of 

their research. 

 

FULL TIME PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

MICHAELMAS TERM 

• Global Politics I 

• Option 1 

• Option 2 

HILARY TERM 

• Global Politics II 

• Option 3 

• Research Methods 
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TRINITY TERM 

• Dissertation 

 

PART TIME PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

YEAR 1 

Michaelmas Term 

• Global Politics I 

• Option 1 

Hilary Term 

• Research Methods 

• Option 2 

Trinity Term 

• Dissertation 

YEAR 2 

Michaelmas Term 

• Option 3 

• Optional extra-curricular research seminars 

Hilary Term 

• Global Politics II 

• Optional extra-curricular research seminars 

Trinity Term 

• Dissertation 

 

OPTIONAL COURSES 

• Universal Man: Global Citizenship in Western Political Thought, c. 1750-1850 

• Nations and Nationalism 

• The European Union: A Model for Regionalism  

• Security Issues in Global Politics 

 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Normally, an upper second-class honours undergraduate degree (or equivalent) in Political 

science, IR, or a related subject (first degree need not be in political science or IR; related 

subjects include law, economics, history, languages, philosophy, sociology, and anthropology), 

but each applicant will be assessed on an individual basis (including, by interview), and we are 

happy to consider applicants who have been out of education for a while, who have equivalent 

professional experience etc. 

English language requirements: IELTS 7.0, with a minimum 6.5 in each component. 
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RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING 

Where a student wishes to apply for the recognition of prior learning on the basis of 

certificated or experiential learning, they should follow the Swansea University RPL procedure: 

Accreditation of Prior Learning Policy, which can be found here.   

 

EDUCATIONAL AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

This programme aims to: 

1. To train students in social theory, including how to find sources, analyse and 

critique evidence, and evaluate the value of different sources. 

2. To develop an awareness and understanding of the different approaches to, and 

theories of, global citizenship in contemporary global politics. 

3. To give a thorough grounding in the discipline and practice of global politics and to 

encourage critical evaluation of how the past is represented, constructed, 

debated, and contested in relation to the present, in different settings, and at 

different unit levels of analysis. 

4. To give students an appreciation of the complexity of research within Political 

Science and IR. 

5. To foster the technical skills involved in research and writing substantive pieces of 

work and to the highest standard. 

6. To give students the knowledge and understanding of, and skills to analyze and 

evaluate, information from various levels of engagement in global politics. 

7. Through individual supervision, to guide students to deliver a substantial piece of 

original research, presented in clear, coherent, well referenced, and persuasively 

argued prose. 

8. To improve students' life skills in the areas of critical questioning, information 

gathering, synthesis, and analysis, and oral and written communication. 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

A student will be able to: 

KU LO1 Examine and analyse information from various levels of engagement in global 

politics. 

KU LO2  Handle and assimilate a wide range of different materials, primary and 

secondary, where relevant. 

KU LO3  Distinguish between, and assess, different perspectives in recent debates in 

social theory, institutionalism, regionalism, and locality. 

KU LO4 Evaluate the usefulness of inter- and cross-disciplinary approaches to global 

politics. 

KU LO5  Critically appraise the means by which the academic study can contribute to a 

wider public engagement with, and appraisal of, the media, and/or public policy 

and the challenges and complexities of reconstructing the past for a public 

audience. 

KU LO6  Construct bibliographies, consult archives, and review critically global political 

issues in a seminar setting.  

https://www.swansea.ac.uk/media/Accreditation%20of%20Prior%20Learning%20Policy.pdf
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INTELLECTUAL SKILLS  

A student will be able to: 

INT LO1 Formulate and structure coherent arguments in a critical, lucid, and conceptually 

sophisticated manner. 

INT LO2 Identify, examine, and evaluate primary and secondary sources, and critically 

analyse evidence derived from such sources. 

INT LO3 Synthesize a large amount of information from different disciplinary and 

methodological perspectives, consistent with approaches to global politics. 

INT LO4 Locate their work within the existing corpus of inter-disciplinary scholarship, and 

identify key issues and worthwhile questions within this corpus. 

INT LO5 Work independently to devise an original idea in response to these issues and 

questions, and develop it into a substantial piece of work. 

PRACTICAL SKILLS 

A student will be able to: 

PRAC LO1 Produce written work that is well structured, fluent, well referenced, clear, and 

congruent with the standard prose of the discipline. 

PRAC LO2 Manage a project to completion within a set timeframe. 

PRAC LO3 Lead and contribute constructively to group discussion. 

PRAC LO4 Present their ideas lucidly to a group of peers. 

PRAC LO5 Demonstrate advanced competence in the use of critical apparatus, such as 

footnotes and bibliographies. 

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 

A student will be able to: 

KS LO1 Gather, organise, and deploy a range of evidence and data in support of a clearly 

defined line of argument. 

KS LO2 Synthesise and analyse large amounts of information to produce pertinent and 

critical conclusions. 

KS LO3 Closely read and engage critically and analytically with texts. 

KS LO4 Develop and sustain a coherent, original, and persuasive written and oral 

argument. 
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MAP OF COURSES TO PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES  

 

 

Learning outcomes shown in this programme specification are related to the outcomes of individual courses.  This map shows where intended 

outcomes are developed but not assessed (taught = T, and opportunity to practice = P) and the courses where the outcome is specifically 

assessed (A).  Several of the learning outcomes contain various topics and skills.  It is difficult to disaggregate some of this information and 

thus some individual courses may cover one skill but not another.  If any element of a learning outcome is undertaken then one of the relevant 

codes has been recorded in the table.  This curriculum map is a working model to aid tutors and programme planners.  The information 

contained in this map should not be seen as fixed.  For example, a topic may be assessed one year but not the next - this reflects the 

development, updating and review of curriculum content, style of delivery and assessment.

Core/Compulsory Modules KU LO1 KU LO2 KU LO3 KU LO4 KU LO5 KU LO6 INT LO1 INT LO2 INT LO3 INT LO4 INT LO5 PRAC LO1 PRAC LO2 PRAC LO3 PRAC LO4 PRAC LO5  KS LO1 KS LO2 KS LO3 KS LO4

CQFW Level 7 (old level M - SU)

Global Politics I: Theories, 

Concepts and Processes T/A/P P/A T/A/P P/A T/A/P P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A T/P

Universal Man: Global 

Citizenship in Western 

Political Thought, c. 1750 - 

1850 T/A/P T/A T/A P/A T/A/P T/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A T/P A/P

Nations and Nationalism T/A/P P/A T/A/P P/A T/A/P P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A P

Global Poltics II: issues and 

Areas T/A/P P/A P T/A/P P/A T/A/P P P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A P

The European Union: A model 

for regionalism T/A/P P/A P T/A/P P/A T/A/P P P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A P A/P

Secruity Issues in Global 

Poltics T/A/P P/A P T/A/P P/A T/A/P P P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A T/A P/A P

Research Methods T/P T T A A/P T T/A P/A P/A P/A P P P/A P/A A/P

Dissertation P/A P/A P/A A A A P/A A/P P/A A/P P/A P/A P/A P/A A P/A P/A P/A

Practical SkillsIntellectual skillsKnowledge and Understanding Key Skills

MSc Global Politics
Programme Learning Outcomes 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

LEARNING AND TEACHING METHODS  

The MSc will be delivered through seminars, of no more than ten people. 

On top of this, we recommend that MSc students audit two undergraduate courses of 20 

lectures each, Old Powers, New Powers, Colonialism, Imperialism and the Modern State (L5) 

and International Organizations (L6). 

Students will be required to attend the Politics and International Relations Faculty guest 

lecture series which will give our postgraduate students an opportunity to attend 

presentations, with an extended questions and answers section, by experts in their field. The 

lecture series is an invaluable tool with which to supplement the students’ understanding of 

global politics and enhance the quality of their research. 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  

As part of the Global Politics conceptual, theory and research methodology modules, students 

will be introduced to the Senate House Library, the LSE Library, and the British Library, and to 

the British Museum, right on the doorstep of NCH.  

As part of the Global Politics II, The European Union: A Model for Regionalism, and Security 

Issues in Global Politics modules’ applied knowledge, students may meet a high ranking civil 

servant, a member of an IO, a practitioner with an international/global focus, as well as benefit 

from two topical (current) research-based lectures from a visiting professor in their field of 

expertise. 

INCLUSIVE LEARNING AND TEACHING  

The Politics and IR faculty is committed to widening participation, both through outreach 

programmes and through a teaching environment that is inclusive towards a variety of 

backgrounds and learning styles. The faculty visits a wide range of schools, hosts open 

lectures, engages with mass and social media, and publishes in accessible formats. Members 

of the faculty are engaged with, and committed to, the public dissemination of their discipline. 

Individual tutorials, and the high staff-student ratio, are especially important to the faculty’s 

ability to be inclusive towards a variety of backgrounds and learning styles. The faculty 

facilitates a wide range of academic and social events in which academics and students are 

brought together. 

E-LEARNING  

The College ensures students are supported outside of class contact time through Moodle, its 

virtual learning environment, through which students access module and learning materials 

and communicate with fellow students and academic staff. Students are enrolled onto their 

degree modules, as well as onto the NCH Forum (dedicated to reviews of plays, books, films 

and other cultural activities for both students and staff alike). Students can additionally access 

past faculty lecture videos and general study information, such as guides, time-management 

skills and how to read effectively.   

RESEARCH-LED PRACTICE-DRIVEN TEACHING  

All members of the Politics and IR faculty have been chosen on the basis of their research 

activity, as well as their talents in teaching, and are encouraged to remain active in their 

research field, partly by being given an individual annual research budget and regular 

sabbatical leave. The teaching has been developed and allocated on the basis of research 

interests and expertise; and the faculty provides a lively, open, and interactive teaching 

environment, in which research and teaching are complementary.  
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WIDENING PARTICIPATION 

The faculty is committed to widening participation in Politics, both through outreach 

programmes and through a teaching environment that is inclusive towards a variety of 

backgrounds and learning styles.  The faculty visits a wide range of schools, hosts open 

lectures, engages with mass and social media, and publishes in accessible formats.  Members 

of the faculty are highly engaged with, and committed to, the public dissemination of their 

discipline.  Individual tutorials, and the high staff-student ratio, are especially important to our 

ability to be inclusive towards a variety of backgrounds and learning styles.  The faculty 

facilitates a wide range of academic and social events in which academics and students are 

brought together. 

 

ASSESSMENT  

ASSESSMENT METHODS 

• Examination (formative and summative) 

• Project 

• Academic essay 

• Evaluative essay (to evaluate a particular piece of writing or conversation) 

• Research proposal 

• Dissertation 

Appendix B is the programme structure and assessment summary. 

Summative assessment will be chiefly by means of essays, which are spaced evenly 

throughout the academic year to avoid periods of student overload. Students will also be 

assessed on one longer research proposal, and a dissertation of 15,000 words. Written 

assignments will be submitted through our VLE, Moodle, and Turnitin to minimise opportunities 

for plagiarism. 

Although primarily written, this range of assessment styles is designed to maximise inclusion 

and to enhance students’ key transferable skills. 

Feedback will be appropriate, effective, constructive, clear, and timely, and delivered by 

means of grades and written feedback. Feedback will be linked to assessment criteria and the 

learning outcomes.  

For most assignments, feedback will be delivered within three weeks (before the next 

assignment in that module is due, to allow students time to make improvements to 

subsequent assessments). Feedback to the research proposal will be delivered within five 

weeks; feedback on the 15,000-word dissertation will be delivered within six weeks of 

submission. 

 

ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 

Swansea University assessment regulations are followed for this programme. The assessment 

regulations can be found here. 

 

  

https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/about-us/academic-handbook/nch-policies-and-procedures/nch-postgraduate-degree/
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STUDENT SUPPORT 

DISABILITIES AND/OR SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES (SPLDS) 

When students arrive they are asked to complete a Medical Disclosure Form, where they can 

list any medical conditions, disabilities and/or SpLDs and make a note of who can have access 

to this information.  This data is managed and securely stored by the College. During Freshers’ 

Week a number of talks and events are held which are designed to support and inform 

students with regard to mental health, disabilities, safety and learning support. 

The Learning and Assessment Support Officer (LASO) meets with students soon after Freshers’ 

Week to discuss their needs and help set up support systems both within the College (if 

appropriate) and externally.  If requested by the student, the LASO will then arrange to meet 

with relevant academic staff to discuss the student’s needs and the ways these might impact 

on their studies.  If students request specific arrangements (for e.g. submission extensions, 

use of a laptop, special exam conditions, etc.) they are asked to submit approved medical 

documentation to Student and Academic Services.  

If a student is undiagnosed but believes they may have an SpLD (e.g. Dyslexia) the LASO will 

help them to access support groups and assessment centres.  If the assessment confirms an 

SpLD, the LASO will discuss further support options with the student and their tutors.  The 

LASO is in contact with local dyslexia tutors for advice to the College or student referral.  The 

College can help provide students with special learning equipment (e.g. coloured paper, 

reading pens, dictation software, etc.).For more information, please click here.  

CAREERS EDUCATION, INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE 

Masters students will have access to the College's Careers Advisory Service.  This includes 

employer receptions with representatives from a wide range of sectors and our electronic 

Careers Centre, containing features and functionality for careers guidance, interview advice 

and job searching. 

In addition Careers Advisers, supplemented with support from tutors, offer advice, often one-

to-one, on securing a professional future tailored to students' skills and ambitions. 

 

QUALITY EVALUATION AND ENHANCEMENT 

AWARD STANDARDS 

Every programme of study is developed and approved by the College’s Academic Board and 

then validated by Swansea University. 

REVIEW AND EVALUATION MECHANISMS 

Procedures are in place to assure the quality of the programme development, delivery, 

management, systematic monitoring and ongoing review and enhancement of all College 

programmes.  Enhancements are made as necessary to ensure that systems remain effective 

and rigorous. 

• Annual programme reports, written by the Head of Faculty, are prepared in order 

to enhance individual programmes and to plan ahead. 

• Annual Examiner reports are prepared by independent External Examiners, as 

appointed by the validating University, to confirm that a programme has been 

assessed in accordance with the approved documentation and that the student 

performance meets the appropriate academic standards. 

• Formal student feedback mechanisms consist of course surveys on a termly 

https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/studentwelfare/
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basis, termly Student-Staff Liaison Committee meetings and annual Student 

Satisfaction Survey.  

• Informal student feedback is also valued by the College and this can take the 

form of students talking to their tutor or professional staff. Students may also 

raise matters with their personal tutor.    

 

ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT 

Head of Faculty for Master of Science 

degree in Global Politics 

Dr Diana Bozhilova 

Start date October 2017 

Date of approval May 2017 

Date(s) updated/amended May 2019 
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APPENDIX A – EXIT AWARDS 

 

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

3 x 20 credit Level 7 courses = 60 credits 

 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA 

6 x 20 credit level 7 courses = 120 credits 
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APPENDIX B - PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT SUMMARY  

Code Course Title Credit 
Core or 

Optional  

Assessment Weighting %  

& Activity Type 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

PONM01 
Global Politics I: Theories, Concepts and 

Processes 
20 C 100% Coursework   

PONM02 Global Politics II: Issue and Areas 20 C 100% Coursework   

PONM07 
Universal Man: Global Citizenship in Western 

Political Thought, c. 1750 - 1850 
20 O 100% Coursework   

PONM03 Nations and Nationalism 20 O 100% Examination   

PONM06 The European Union: A model for Regionalism 20 O 100% Examination   

PONM05 Security Issues in Global Politics 20 O 100% Examination   

PONM04 Research Methods 20 C 100% Coursework   

POND01 Dissertation 60 C 100% Dissertation   

 

 


