
 

1 

 

 

Philosophy, Politics & Economics BA Reading List 
2018/19 

_________________________________________ 
INTRODUCTION 

In your first year of your Philosophy, Politics & Economics BA programme you will take four 
courses, one in each of the PPE subjects. These three – as first-year courses – are broad and 
introductory in scope, designed to give you an overview of a subject as the foundation for your 
studies. This reading list will cover the three courses. In addition, you will take one extra 
course in your major subject. 

POLITICS – MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

For some general overviews of Modern Political Thought, I would suggest you look at:  

Alistair Edwards and Jules Townshend, ed., Interpreting Modern Political Philosophy (2002) 

David Miller, Political Philosophy, a Very Short Introduction (VSI) (2003)  

John Rawls (2008): Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy, Belknap Press. This is a 
good reference text to have on hand with some helpful introductions:  

David Boucher and Paul Kelly, Political Thinkers from Socrates to the Present (2009).  

You may want to get started on some of the thinkers that we will be looking at, especially 
Hobbes, who we will be studying in the first week: Hobbes, Leviathan  

There are some good general texts on Hobbes that will prepare you well for the first week of 
the module:  

Hannah Dawson, Life Lessons from Hobbes (2015)  

Patricia Springborg, Cambridge Companion to Hobbes’s Leviathan (2007) 

Richard Tuck, Hobbes: Very Short Introduction (Oxford) (2002) 

PHILOSOPHY - ETHICS 

For summer reading to set you up for the course, we recommend a couple of works in general 
ethics, together with two very readable dialogues by the first of the main authors we study in 
the course, Plato.  
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Michael Sandel, Justice: What Is the Right Thing To Do? (Penguin paperback, 2010) ( This is 
an especially fine introduction to the subject.)  

Simon Blackburn, Ethics: A Very Short Introduction, (OUP, 2003), originally published as Being 
Good: A Short Introduction to Ethics  

Plato, Crito (a short work you can find in many different editions, often as part of a group of 
four dialogues commonly entitled The Last Days of Socrates)  

Plato, Protagoras (also in many editions, or, like the Crito, readily available online) 

ECONOMICS 

The NCH Faculty of Economics welcomes you to PPE!  

The Economics component of the PPE programme, like the subject itself, is multifaceted, and 
the different years are quite different from each other. All of the readings here are appropriate 
for someone with no background in Economics, and can be read before starting your 
programme.  

None of these readings are compulsory before starting the programme. However, they can be 
useful in setting your expectations. Economics as a subject can be a surprise to PPE students 
who have no previous familiarity with the subject. An Economics programme, and certainly a 
PPE programme, will not directly teach you about the practices of managing a company, or 
how to read the Finance pages of the newspaper, or how to predict the growth rate of the 
Chinese economy for next year.  

Instead, we will teach you some of the skills and ideas that are important building blocks in 
explaining all of those practical applications. It will teach you how to use some of the basic 
models of Economics, and how to amend those models to be useful in different situations (thus 
enabling you to break down and change the assumptions that were perhaps strictly given to 
you in earlier studies).  

The PPE programme will introduce you to a wide range of economic conditions, constraints, 
and lifestyles around the world. It will also enable you to explore the relationships between 
different areas of the global economy, from processes such as regulation and industrialisation, 
to the concepts and techniques required for meaningful work in the field, such as the concept 
of economic development, and how to measure it. You will also be able to explore the history 
of economic thought in a variety of ways.   

FIRST YEAR OF ECONOMICS 

In your first year, you will embark on the most technical aspect of the course, which, if you 
have studied Economics previously, will likely remind you of your previous classes.  

Most students find the first year the most challenging of the three, in that it is the one that 
most diverges from the students’ other subjects. We will teach you the skills from the basics, 
and it is not necessary to have studied Economics previously; but it is necessary to approach 
the course with an open mind, and to accept that initially, Economics needs to be approached 
with certain simplifying assumptions and guidelines, before it can become meaningfully 
discursive.  

Suggested readings that reflect the first-year content:  
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Dasgupta, P. (2007), Economics: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press  

Schelling, T. (2006), Micromotives and Macrobehavior. W. W. Norton & Co. Second year of the 
Economics Minor: Economic Development 

SECOND YEAR OF ECONOMICS 

In your second year, you will use what you have learned in the first year about individual 
choices and the use of resources, and apply that knowledge to the developing world in 
considerable depth. Through a large set of case studies in Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
Europe, we examine some ways in which traditional economic theories have not worked, and 
how that might lead to undesirable outcomes, such as poverty or corruption.  

The second year is largely nonmathematical and essay-based, but does include some graphical 
economic analysis of key theories of economic development.  

Readings that reflect second-year content:  

Acemoglu, D. and J. Robinson (2005) Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. 
Cambridge University Press.  

Diamond, J. (1997) Guns, Germs and Steel: A Short History of Everybody. Vintage. (general 
audience) 

THIRD YEAR OF ECONOMICS 

The third year of the programme will be in Political Economy, which means that we look at 
economic events and trends in their real-life context. One of the most exciting things about 
studying Economics is that economic history is being made around us, all the time – and 
sometimes, a current topic in your 2nd year will become economic history by your 3rd year! 
(This recently happened to the economic sanctions imposed on Iran, for example.)  

The third year is largely nonmathematical and essay-based, but can include some graphical 
economic analysis of some key theories, and will involve accepting and analysing the results of 
empirical studies. (Minor students are not required to learn the complex statistical techniques 
to carry out such studies themselves.)  

Because of the fast-paced nature of the global economy, it is hard to say what will be 
interesting topics in three years’ time. In Winter 2016/17, the movements of China are likely 
to be on the agenda; other issues of ongoing concern are the price of oil and the availability of 
alternatives, and the future of the EU’s relationship with various of its member states 
(including the UK and Greece).  

However, regardless of what topics are on the global agenda, it is good to get into the habit of 
following world politics and key events and actors in the world economy. One good way to do 
this is through economic blogs, for example some of the following:  

Paul Krugman: http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/  

N. Gregory Mankiw: http://gregmankiw.blogspot.co.uk/  

Marginal Revolution: http://marginalrevolution.com/  
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Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson: http://whynationsfail.com/  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch! We look forward to meeting 
you later in the year. 


